
Meet Dr. Tamela D. Brown 
New Principal at Learn4Life High School 

My Family 
I grew up in a small farming community in Southwest 
Michigan, where literally “everybody knows your name”. I 
was raised in a single-parent household, and I am the 
middle child of my mother’s three children.  

I met my husband at Western Michigan University and 
have been happily married for 19 years. I am the proud 
mother of two amazing children. My daughter (14 yrs.) 
will be a freshman and my son (16 yrs.) will be a junior 
in high school, this fall. I have also been a foster mother 
and an adoptive mother to several children. 

My Education 
 

Western Michigan University  
Bachelors in Science - Biomedical Sciences 
 

Grand Valley State University 
Masters of Arts in Education - Education Technology/
Library Media Science 
Educational Specialist Degree - Educational Leadership  
 

Eastern Michigan University 
Doctor of Philosophy - Educational Leadership 
Dissertation: “Reimagining Schools: A Descriptive  
Analysis of Effective Practices for Educating Marginal-
ized Students” 

 
Certifications: 
Central Office Administrator 
Certification (K-12); 6-12 
Biology (DA), K-12 Library 
Science Endorsement 
(ND)  

What I Believe... 
· �>>�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ�ĐĂŶ�ůĞĂƌŶ͕�ǁŚĞŶ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�

ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ͕�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ͘ 
· zŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƚĂƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶĚ�ŐŝǀĞŶ�ŽƉͲ

ƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƟĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĂĚǀŽĐĂƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘ 

· ��ƉŽƐŝƟǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌƵƐƟŶŐ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ�ŝƐ�ĞƐƐĞŶƟĂů�ƚŽ�
ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐ͘ 

· ^ƵĐĐĞƐƐ�ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ŝŶŶĂƚĞ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ�ĨŽƌ�ƵƐ�Ăůů͘��ǀĞƌǇ�
ĐŚŝůĚ�ǁĂŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ďĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͘�dŚĞǇ�ũƵƐƚ�ŶĞĞĚ�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŶŶĞĐƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ĞǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞƐ�ƚŽ�ŝŐŶŝƚĞ�
ƚŚŝƐ�ĚĞƐŝƌĞ͘ 

· �ϯ�DŽĚĞů͗��ǆƉĞƌŝĞŶĐĞ͕��ǆƉŽƐƵƌĞ�ĂŶĚ��ŶŐĂŐĞͲ
ŵĞŶƚ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŚĞ�ŬĞǇ�ŝŶŐƌĞĚŝĞŶƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ƐĐŚŽŽůƐ�ƚŽ�
ŚĞůƉ�ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů͘ 

· ^ƚƌŽŶŐ�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌ-ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ƌĞůĂƟŽŶƐŚŝƉƐ�ĨŽƐƚĞƌ�
ďĞůŽŶŐŝŶŐ͕�ƚƌƵƐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĐŚŝĞǀĞŵĞŶƚ͘� 

· zŽƵŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŚƌŝǀĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵͲ
ŶŝƟĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚĞŶ�
ƚŚĞǇ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ǀŽŝĐĞ�
ŝŶ�ǁŚĂƚ�ŵĂƩĞƌƐ�ƚŽ�
ƚŚĞŵ͘ 

Just the Facts… 
1. I am left-handed and a middle child. We are a 

unique group of people, LOL. 
2. I’m an introvert. While I love being around people, 

this means I have to be alone to “recharge”. 
3. I’m a Direct Communicator. You will always know 

what I think or expect. 
4. I value integrity, accountability, transparency and 

community. 
5. I’m new to Charleston, but have been here  
     several times visiting my sister who has lived    


